22                              TJtiJHJ UiVJUt'TX

this tract. As we advanced eastward and south-eastward
the horseshoe formation tended to disappear in favour of
ridges of oval shape with the sand uniformly disposed at an
easy gradient all round them. The lie of the sands suggested
a prevalent north wind, and it was certainly a very bleak
north wind that blew chilly upon us as we marched.

Just before noon we entered a tract called 'Araif after
passing over a series of low sand-ridges. It was a vast sand-
plain without any kind of feature, but heavily furrowed with
wind and fairly well covered with dry vegetation. Just
before reaching the spot selected for a short mid-day halt we
noticed that we were being pursued by two men, and my
heart sank at the thought that they were perhaps messengers
sent by the King to recall us. They proved to be IPahad ibn
'Isa and Jabir, myrmidons of Ibn Jiluwi, who had come out
on our trail with some business papers from the Minister
of Finance, which should have been dealt with before my
departure but had been overlooked in the turmoil preceding
the King's arrival. His Majesty, they told us, had duly
arrived an hour or two after we had left and apparently
intended to spend a good part of the month of Ramdhan at
Hufuf. At any rate he had sent forth messengers to search
out the daughter of Ibn Nuqaidan, one of the leading Murra
chiefs, that he might wed and be comfortable during his
sojourn. As the papers sent out to me required more con-
sideration than I could spare for them during our halt we
took Fahad and his companion along with us to our evening's
camp.

The ridges of the Thuwair tract may be regarded as the
northern limit towards Hasa of the great Jafura desert, which
is itself a northward-thrusting promontory of the Rubc al
Khali. The 'Araif tract is thus well within the borders of
Jafura, and our south-eastward course during the afternoon
carried.us over a featureless sandy waste, in which one low
ridge was named to me by Zayid as 'Arq al Adhir, so-called
from the abundance in it of the pleasantly green Adhir plant
which, at any rate in northern Najd, is spurned by camels,
and generally regarded as poisonous to them. I was there-
fore astonished to see my camel stretch forth her long neck